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far as to protest to Berlin because the Burgomaster of
Vienna and the Austrian Minister of Education had
attended a lecture by a priest who in his description of
the relations between the Vatican and Germany had
spoken disapprovingly of the German interpretation of
the Concordat.
Papen would never have dared to proceed so definitely if
in the meantime a decision, vast in its scope, had not been
made in Berlin. On the 25th September 1937 Mussolini
had spent several days on a state visit to Berlin. In an
interview with Goering he had given his approval to
Germany's having a free hand in Central Europe. When
Goering had expressly stated that this implied Austria and
Czechoslovakia, Mussolini had, by his silence, given his
consent.
The first general attack by the German Government on
Austria followed at the beginning of November 1937.
On loth November 1937, the Vienna Government was
handed, through Herr von Papen, a Note from the Reich
Government protesting in the strongest terms against the
manner in which Austria was alleged to have carried out
the Agreement of i ith July, and adopting a stern attitude
towards Austria's monarchist aspirations.
The Note contained a warning that certain things which
had happened in Austria were calculated greatly to embitter
the National opposition to Dr. Schuschnigg, and therefore
were not likely to promote the process of internal pacifica-
tion in Austria which was also desired by the Reich.
The Agreement of nth July 1936, the Note pointed out,
which was the guarantee of peace between Germany and
Austria, and of peace within Austria, rested on two principles.
The first, relating to the independence of Austria, had been
carefully upheld by the Austrian Government. In the
upholding of the second of Austria's undertakings, to conduct
her efforts as a c German State,3 the Austrian Government
had been less thorough.
She had seemed, it was suggested, to tolerate elements
which carried the idea of independence as far as opposition